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(ADVANCE) CAN DIEGO, CALIF,, MAECH 24 (AP)- RICHARD M, NIYON'S
FORMER PRESS SECRETARY SAID TODAY TIHAT NIXCN'S DESIRE TO KEEF THE
SECRET OF CUBAN INVASION PLANS CAUSED HIM TO BE "“"CLUBBED" BY PRESIDENT
KENNEDY IN THE 1960 CAMPAIGN.

HERBERT G. KLEIN, ¢RESS SECRETARY FOR NIXON DURING THE 1960
FRES IDENT IAL CAMPAIGN AND NOW EDITOR CF THE SAN DIEGO UNION, SAID
NIXON HAD WANTED TC MAKE CUBAN INTERVENTION A CAMPAIGN ISSUE 3UT
DID NOT DO SO FOR BECURITY REASON,

WHEN KENNEDY CAME OUY FOk CUBAN INTERVENTION, KLEIN 3AID, "THE
EFFECT WAS TIIAT IN A CRUCIAL PERIOD OF THE CAMPAISN MR. NIXCN WAS
BEING CLUBBED WITH HIS OWN WEAPON. AND, BECAUSE HE HAD A STLONG SENSE
OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT SECURITY, LE HAD NO CHOICE 3UT TO
ARGUE AGAINST Mk. KENWEDY~--AND THUS AGAINST A POLICY HE PREVIOUSLY
Ox IGINATED HIMSELF.,"

KLEIN'S VERSION OF THE INCIDENT APP“ARED IN SUNDAY EL ITIONS OF
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JE CALLED IT "A STORY WE OF THE NIXON STAFF COULDN'T TELL DURING
THE 1960 CAMPAIGN.,"

"IT IS THE STORY OF THE CUBAN ISSUE," HE SAID, "WHICH THEC PO*MER
VICE PRESIDENT HAS DISCUSSION BRIEFLY IN HIS NEW BOOK, 'SIX CRISES,
AND WHICH WAS DISPUTED THIS PAST WEEK BY TIE PRESIDENT."

KLEIN SAID FOUR MEMBERS OF NIXGN'S STAFF KNEW REFUGELES WERE
3EING TRAINED FOR AN ASSAULT UFON CUBA.

"FREQUENTLY WE DEBATED AMONG OURSELVES THE HANDLING OF TEHE
CUBAN ISSUE WITHIN SECURITY BOUNDS," KLEIN SAID. "WE HEARD THE RUMOR
THAT THE KENNEDY STAFF FEAKED THE BEACH ASSAULT WOULLU TAKE PLACE BEFORE
THE ELECYION, WE SUSPECTED TiHIS WAS THE REASON WHY, ON OCT. 20,
MR. KENNEDY PROPOSED DIRECT INTERVENT ION,

"FOE THE VICE PRESIDENT AND HIS STAFF, TJE ANGRIEST MOMENTS OF
THE CAMPAIGN TO0ODK PLACE ON OCT. 20 ON THE EVE OF THE FOURTH TELEVISION
DEBATE (BETWEEN NIXCN AND KENNEDY). WE WERE IN NEW YORK WHEN MR.
KENNEDY, LATE IN THE DAY, MADE A PKCOPOSAL WHICH DIRECTLY OUTLINED
THE EXACT PECGRAM WHICH WES BLING CARRIED OUT--AND WHICH WE HAD,
FCR SECURITY REASONS, KEPT SECRET,
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"HERE IS WHAT WE THOUGHT HAD IAPPENED:
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"FIRST; ON JULY 23 ALLEN PULLES, THEN HEAD OF THE CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, AND, | :KENNEDY« HAR - GONCUSREL . LN ANNOUNCING. T 36T
HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED IN DEPTH, TH PARTj LR EMERASES AN EIRALAND, .
AFRIGA. NOTHING WAS WITEHELD, T W0 TOLD REPORTERS, AND WE KNEW
THAT THIS WAS IN ACCORD WITH ORDERS GIVEN ME. DULLES BY PRESIDENT
E ISENHOWER ,

"SECOND: NIXON HAD CAPTURED THE INITIATIVE ON THE CUBAN ISSUE
WITH HIS MIAMI STATEMENT URGING A QUARANTINE AGAINST CASTRO. AND, IN
THE BEST CO-ORDINATED FPART OF THE CAWMPAIGN, THE ADMINISTRATICN HAD
FOLLOWED WITH QUICK ORDERS PUTTING THIS INTO EFFECT.

"I7T SEEMED OBVIOUS Y0 US THAT MR. KENNEDY WAS STEIKING BACK AFTER
REALIZINC HE WAS LOSING POINTS AT A CRUCIAL POINT COF THE CAMPAIGN,
WAS STRIKING BACK WITH SECRET MATERIAL [E JAD BEEN GIVEN AT TiE DULLES
BRIEFING, THE WHITE HOUSE WAS QUERIED AND WE WERE TOLD MR. KENNEDY
dAD BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE TROOP TRAINING. OTHERS TOLD US PRESIDENT
EISENHOWER WAS ANGRY OVER THY DISCLOSUERE,

"IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT I KNOW OF HAPPENINGS AT TIAT TIME, I WAS,
OF COURSE, SURPRISED LAST WEEK AT MR, DULLES' STATEMENT WHICH
CORROBORATES PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S POSITION THAT HE WASN'T TOLD ABOUT
THE TROOF TRAINING."

IN A STATEMENT EARLIER THIS WEEK DULLES SAID, "MY BRIEF INGS WERE
INTELLIGENCE BRIEFINGS ON THE WORLD SITUATION. THEY LID NOT COVER
UUER OWN GOVERNMENT'S PLANS COR PROGRAMS FOR ACTION, OVERT OR COVERT.,"

DULLES DECLINED FURTEER COMMENT TCGDAY,
3J-59566-1242 PES NM
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